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On the weekend of January 18-20, 2019, the Southern Appalachian Young Friends met at 
the Atlanta Friends Meeting. This is our witness. This is our story. 

 

SAYF Stone Soup Story  

Me and Violet take our sleeping bags and were watching Black Mirror in one of the 
little rooms.  We left for an activity and when we came back, we had recruited 
more people (Zora & Mia), it was a little cramped cause we were watching it on my 
phone.  We left for dinner.  We asked who wanted to come watch with us after and 
we had about half of the people at SAYF.  We all realized there might be a problem all 
watching it on my pone.  Henry offered up his computer.  Violet suggested using the 
library ‘cause we got kicked out of our room.  Lu offered his speakers ‘cause it 
wasn’t gonna be loud enough.  Olly gave us her Netflix password.  Multiple people 
went and got us the Wi-Fi password.  Teo (idk how to spell your name, sorry) tried to 
turn off the hallway light even though it didn’t work, we appreciated it.  Then, we 
all watched Black Mirror Bandersnatch and the people who hadn’t already 
contributed, contributed their vote on what path to take.  It was a lot of fun. 

With love, Miriam 

 

Dear Friends,  

Although I caught only the tail end of the retreat, 

I had such a great time.  Thank you all for 

joining in the improv game!  I know I’ll remember 

our birthday ham (editor’s note= “???”) cookies 

and all the beautiful points that people made.  I 

love you all and I hope to see you in March!   

   Nanseera 

 
It’s so hard to find a community where you can confidently feel like you belong.  For me, SAYF is 
that community.  It’s a very judgement-free zone.  I’d like to say thank you to everyone that can 
make that happen.  You ALL mean the world to me (even you way in the back.  Don’t think that I 
don’t love you). 
 
         1.20.19 
         -Ollie 
 



Dear SAYF, 
 This retreat was one of the best.  I greatly enjoyed the workshop, and Wink of 
course.  Also, I enjoyed all the newbies. 

Stay awesome always, 
Or at least till I see you next 

- Marissa 

 
Dear SAYF,        01/20/19 
I know I always say that this one meant a lot to me, but I think this one really did.  
I ‘ve been going through some things back at home and SYAF was a break from 
that.  Everyone here is so amazing, and I can’t imagine a life without you in it.  I 
love you all so much. 
 Eli  
p.s. the improv and the printmaking was really fun!! 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
Learning with you all this weekend was a gift.  It was great to see Wink played 
again – it had been a while.  It was also fun to play group games again and 
remember how fun they truly are.  I am grateful for the constant piano music and 
wouldn’t have wanted any other soundtrack for this weekend.   
 
All my love, 
 Cora 
 
I am also writing this because Callum Dooley wanted me to let you know how 
wonderful it was to see so many new faces (and I agree). 
 
Lots of love to new and old friends   
 
 
There once were some Quakers in SAYF; 
Who did anti-racism work all day; 
They walked in the rain; 
Playing Wink through the pain; 
To be lovingly welcome their way. 
    FAN 
    Beth Myers 
    Jan. 2019 SAYF 

 
 



Dear SAYF, 
It’s been far too long since I’ve come to a retreat, and I 
don’t think I realized how much I was missing.  I’m glad to 
be here again with this amazing community doing all the 
ridiculous and hilarious, yet also meaningful things 
that SAYFERS do.  It was wonderful to see all my old 
friends and meet new ones, and I look forward to seeing 
you guys again. 
 
    Love from, 
     Maggie 
 
Southern Fam Forever 
 

Zora 
Jan 2019 

SAYF, 
This was my first time at a retreat and I really enjoyed it.  The people, activities, and 
environment was great and I can’t wait to come back in March!  The really violent game 
called “Wink” I think was fun.  I also liked how close all of you are.  It feels like we were here 
for like a week, not just 2 days! 
 


